Stateline Farm Beginnings® 

Year 7: 2011-2012 Program Application

Stateline Farm Beginnings®
Year 7: 2011-12
Application Information

Course Fee: $1500
(Scholarships and a flexible payment plan are available. Please inquire if you are interested.)
The course fee includes:

· 45 hours of classroom time
· course supplies (including books and course binder)
· CRAFT membership (2012--includes field day workshops, resources, 
CRAFT Handbook, informal day visits to member farms)
· $200 one-on-one mentoring payment (paid to the mentor of your choice)
· $100 reimbursement for educational workshops you attend.

(The actual cost of the course is more than $4000 but, through the generous support of our funding partners, 
we are able to offer this course to students for $1500.)

Application Deadline Deadline:  September 1, 2011
(Envelope MUST be postmark on or before 9/1/2011)
$150 “Early Bird Discount”:  August 15, 2011
(Envelope MUST be postmark on or before 8/15/2011)
To apply, please send completed application(s) with the non-refundable $100 deposit prior to the application deadline. You will be notified regarding acceptance or denial into the program via email by September 15.
Make checks payable to Angelic Organics Learning Center
Mail to: Angelic Organics Learning Center, 1547 Rockton Road, Caledonia, IL 61011

Space is limited. We allow only fifteen farmer applicants into the course (a farmer applicant can include your business partner, family or life partner). This will keep course participation to a maximum of thirty people and provide time for more interaction with one another and the guest speakers. 
If you are unable to pay the full course fee, we encourage you to apply for a scholarship.
Please call or email us for a scholarship application.

For more information, contact us at 815-389-8455 or CRAFT@learngrowconnect.org
Primary Applicant Contact Information
Name:

Farm Name (if applicable)


Address:


City:_______________________________________  State: ________  Zip:
 

County: ____________________________________
Email Address:

Phone: (in order of preference)
(1st choice)
 Home/Work/Cell (circle one)

(2nd choice)
 Home/Work/Cell (circle one)

May we call you at work? _____ Yes      _____ No
Will a family or business partner attend SFB with you? _____ Yes      _____ No

If YES, please have partner complete a Partner Application.

Partner’s Name 


Partner’s Relationship to you


(If you need more space than provided, please attach additional sheets)

1. How did you hear about Stateline Farm Beginnings®?

2. Why are you interested in farming?

3. How long have you been interested in farming?

4. Please indicate your highest level of education:
_____ Some high school
_____ High school diploma
_____ Some college
_____ Bachelor’s degree
_____ Graduate /Professional Degree
_____ Technical school degree
5. Provide a summary of the school(s) you have attended and your work experience including present occupations:
6. Please summarize any agricultural jobs, training, or experience you have had. Include any and all experience you have related to farming or farm planning and management.
7. Are you currently farming? (For the purposes of this application, “farming” can include starting a farm, transitioning an existing farm from conventional to sustainable and/or working as a manager, employee or intern on someone else’s farm.)
_____ Yes
_____ No
8. What do you see as your biggest obstacle in starting your own farm operation?

9. Indicate the areas you are specifically interested in working on throughout the Farm Beginnings® course.  Check all that apply:
______ Financial management
______ Sustainable Agricultural practices
______ Business planning
______ Livestock production
______ Marketing
______ Quality of life issues
______ Environmental Monitoring
______ Lowering production costs
______ Management intensive grazing
______ Organic farming 
______ Other (please list here)

10. What farming enterprise (s) are you considering?
___ dairy   ___ beef   ___ sheep   ___ goats   ___ hogs   ___ vegetables   ___ flowers
___ agri-tourism   ____ fruit   ____ grains   ___ other (please list)
11. After completing the Stateline Farm Beginnings® program, when do you anticipate farming?
_____ Already farming
_____ Within 1 year
_____ 2-3 years
_____ 4-5 years
_____ More than 5 years

12. The 2010-11 Stateline Farm Beginnings® program includes a one-on-one mentorship with an experienced farmer during the 2011 growing season. Are you able to participate in a this mentorship? (Mentorship participation varies from occasional meetings to full-time employment.)

_____ Yes, 
_____ No

13. Please share any questions, concerns or comments you have about the Stateline Farm Beginnings® program.

14. Please list one personal and one business reference. (Name, phone, and email only.)
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